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it is evident that one of the largest of the existing
sources of  demand for silver would be to  a great
extent closed, and silver might become indefinitely
more  depreciated  in value  than  it is even  at the
present  time.    As previously  explained,   the   chief
cause of  the falling-off in  the Indian  demand  for
silver arises from the curtailment of her export trade,
and from the constant increase in the amount which
India has annually to remit for payments in England.
The only legitimate method, therefore, which, can be
adopted to  increase her demand for   silver  is   to
stimulate  her export trade,   and   to   diminish  the
amount  of   the home charges.    Unfortunately, the
course   which   is  now being  taken  by  the  Indian
Government, instead of  diminishing,  will seriously
augment these home charges.    If sanction is given
to the proposal to raise a  loan of   10,000,OOOZ. in
England, provision will have to be made to pay the
interest on this loan ; an additional sum of at least
400,0002. a year will consequently have to be trans-
mitted from India to England, and the demand for
silver will be lessened by this amount.    Again, the
2,000,0002.  which during the present year is to be
advanced  by England to  India to   assist   her   in
defraying the expenses of the Afghan war will give
her some temporary relief,  but the  relief can  only
be temporary ; it will add to her difficulties in the